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April 9, 1971

MEMORANDUM FOR ADMIRAL EPES

FROM: John Holdridge. NSC

SUBJECT: Suggested Statement on POWs

Attached is the proposed statement on POWs to be released in the

Preeident's name which we discussed at yesterday's Ad Hoc Group
Meeting.
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' mjud Statement on Third Country Internment of '-Prh‘m.m of War

| X irolcm the qubltc. af Vimnm‘t pwpo'al. mada yasterda.y
SR "m th- ?tri: mgotlatim. for lntommt of pﬂwmn of war
o _ ln a n.ntul mntry‘ Mthough ahort of the release of
.priammu ut mr wh!ch is our goal. thin would be a ﬂumbu
‘aml rumible wuy of anavlat!ng the plight of priaoncu of
- | | ‘mr on both sides. I bope the other side will uapoud tn this
luitiatim by agrewing h thc nrlvr intumm of our prlmnuﬂ :

.ntm!namtnl matry. :

' ‘l‘hird Wy inumm:at ol pnmoﬂ of war is apacifxcnuy
tnvlugad by the Genova Priscner of Wu Canventlm o£ 1949, |
by wbida both sides in tlu Indaehiu eonflict are bound. Tbau B
e 'm be m cmntmcttu purwc in the continued long dctentmn |
ei primcu d’ vur. Thnr snd their familiu have wffamd toa
" -“‘.m\tch nlu&dy. Agrccmcnt to intern prlaoners of war in a
B mm mntry wmtd mean that the pruomu would no h:mgqr ‘

- serve u hoqtu;at for pqhtteal or miliury mpmu. _
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